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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims ii 
application. 



Claim 1 . (currently amended) A method to additionally test a patient's specimen 
contained in a an original sample container using an analyzer after tests on aft ajret 
aliquot portion taken from the patient's specimen are completed, the method comprising 
the steps of : 

providing bar code indicia on the orioinal sample container to Indicate a 
oredetermined period of storage time; 

extracting a first aliquot portion of the patient's specimen from the oriqinal sample 

container: 

providing an aliquot storage vessel; 

extracting a second aliquot portion of the patient's specimen from the original 
sample container and retaining said second aliquot portion in said aliquot storage vessel; 

operating the analyzer to perform tests on the first aliquot portion; 

storing said aliquot storage vessel containino the se cond aliouot portion within a 
storage compartment within said analyzer containinc the second aliquot portion; 

ma i nta i n i ng said a l iquot otorago v o ssel containing the oocond al i quot portion 
within said compartmont for sa i d poriod of tim e ; and, 

additionally testing the second aliouot specimen portion during said period of 

time. 

Claim 2. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the storage compartment 
comprises environmentally controlled conditions. 

Claim 3. (cun-ently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the tests to be 
performed upon a patient's specimen are identified in t he bar code indicia and used to 
determine oxominod to oscortain the period of storage time the second a liauot portion is 
tho pot i ont'c cpoc i m e n io to b e retained in storage. 

Claim 4. (original) The method of claim 1 where the aliquot storage vessel is an 
aliquot strip having a number of open aliquot wells therein. 
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Claim 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the aliquot storage 
vessel to be stored is covered with layer of protective film. 

Claim 6. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising disposing of said second 
aliquot portion of the patient's specimen after said period of time is expired. 

Claim 7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein marking the sample 
container to indicate a period of time comprises providing a bar coded indicia on said 
sample container containing infonnation i notructions that can be used to establish the 
period of time that the second sample aliquot is retained in the storage compartment 
after tests on the first sample aliquot are completed. 

Claim 8. (currently amended) A method to additionally test a patient's specimen 
contained in a an original sample container using an analyzer after tests on m afiret 
aliquot portion taken from the patient's specimen are completed, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

providing bar code indicia on the original sample container to indicate the_tests to 
be completed on the patient's sample : 

extracting a first aliquot portion of the patient's specimen from the original sample 

container: 

providing an aliquot storage vessel; 

extracting a second aliquot portion of the patient's specimen from the original 
sample container and retaining said second aliquot portion in aft sajd aliquot storage 
vessel; 

operating the analyzer to perfonn sajd tests on the first aliquot portion; 

using the identity nf said tests to determine a storage period of time for said 
second aliquot portion: 

storing said aliquot storage vessel containing th e second alinuot portion for said 
stnrane period of time w ithin an environmentally controlled storage compartment within 
said analyzer; and, 

ma i ntj i n i ng cj i d al i quot qf^^g" ""^p"' "'i^h i n p-a i ri nnmpartmont for a poriod of 
t i me dotorm i nod by tho toots i dontifiod i n tho i ndic i a; and. 

additionally testing the second aliouot specimen portion during said storage 
period of time. 
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Claim 9. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein tests for multiple analytes are to be 
performed on the specimen, and wherein the indicia on the sample container indicate a 
period of time associated with each of the multiple analytes, the method further 
comprising: 

additionally testing the second aliquot portion for a given analyte only during a 
time period before the period of time associated with the given analyte passes. 

Claim 1 0. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein tests for multiple analytes are to be 
performed on the specimen, and wherein the indicia on the sample container indicate a 
period of time associated with each of the multiple analytes, the method further 
comprising: 

additionally testing the second aliquot portion for a given analyte during a time 
period after the period of time associated with the given analyte passes; and, 

displaying an alert signal or message indicating that the additional test results 
were obtained on a specimen retained within the storage for period of time longer 
than the period of time associated with the given analyte. 
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